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August 05, 2011
Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information on the 2010-2011 educational progress for  Starr Commonwealth.   The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, please contact Hetty Colver or Laura Homminga at (517) 630-2569 for assistance.

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site www.Calhounisd.org  or you may review a copy from the administrative office at Starr Commonwealth School.

For 2010-2011, Starr Commonwealth achieved Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in English Language Arts.
For 2010-2011, Starr Commonwealth was granted Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status in Mathematics [Safe Harbor], since overall achievement was 10% or more.
State law requires that we also report additional information.  

1. Enrollment Process:  Students enrolled at Starr Commonwealth for Boys are adjudicated youth placed by the court system.
2. Status of the School Improvement Plan: Starr Commonwealth is implementing new School Improvement goals this year.  Over the past year, the average length of stay has decreased to 90 days which has created challenges in collecting student achievement data.  The SIP has incorporated goals that will focus on the creation and implementation of assessments that will collect meaningful student achievement data that will be utilized to develop academic interventions to address specific deficits.
3. Brief description of the specialized school:  Starr Commonwealth is a residential treatment facility for adjudicated youth.  The students at Starr Commonwealth are placed by the courts or DHS, many for as brief as 90 calendar days.  Calhoun ISD operates the school program, providing instruction in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies.  The teachers are Special Education endorsed and highly qualified in the curriculum content area taught.  The placement of students is determined by their offense.  The students live and attend school with their assigned group.  The groups are made up of many different grade, skill and age levels.
4. Curriculum: Starr Commonwealth follows the Michigan Merit Curriculum as defined by the state mandate

5. Parent – Teacher Conference Representation:  Due to the nature of the facility, treatment restrictions and program, Starr Commonwealth School does not hold regularly scheduled parent-teacher conferences.  Teachers do meet weekly with the Starr Treatment Team to review individual student concerns and treatment progress including school progress.  Parents are able to contact Starr Commonwealth School with any questions or concerns.

6. Additional Information:  As a result of the judicial restrictions associated with adjudicated youth, the Starr Commonwealth is not able to offer dual enrollment, AP/IB college equivalent courses, or college credit.

7. Student Assessment Data is available at www.calhoun.isd or by contacting the main office.

Mission 
The mission of the Calhoun Intermediate School District is to develop, coordinate and provide researched-based educational services for its constituencies in an innovative and responsive manner to prepare those we serve to succeed in a global society.  

 

Vision

 As the Calhoun ISD considers its future direction, we will strive to provide our constituencies with the intellectual tools necessary to become lifelong learners. As our vision is put into action, we will see the following evidence:

 

CISD is acknowledged statewide as a premier educational service agency based on the quality of its programs and services

 
CISD supports programs and services that are data driven, research-based and focused on the needs of those we serve

 
CISD delivers programs and services that maximize coordination and collaboration with local, regional and state agencies and organizations

 
CISD employs staff who are forward thinking, data and research driven, and effective communicators

 
CISD honors the contributions of all people from diverse perspectives

 
CISD provides various levels of opportunity for leadership among all staff

 
CISD staff is characterized by the highest level of integrity

 
CISD staff collaborates across departments to improve the achievement of all learners

 
CISD utilizes technology enhanced learning environments to assist in the development of critical skills for a talented 21st century workforce

 
Beliefs

 

Integrity
Doing the right thing even when it's difficult and when no one is looking

Accountability
Accepting responsibilities for our actions and results

Excellence
Motivated to foster excellence and the courage to make the difference

Innovation
Dedicated to the exploration and/or application of new concepts, technologies, and ideas to anticipate for the future

Collaboration
Functioning as a team and empowering others to do the right work through shared decision making

Leadership
Leading with integrity, striving for excellence, anticipating for the future, working collaboratively, and being committed to accountability

As you know, the Calhoun ISD staff at Starr Commonwealth are pleased to have the opportunity to work with your child and will continue to ensure that they make progress toward their goals for continued growth and educational success. If you have any concerns or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Sincerely, 

Hetty Colver, School Principal/Supervisor of Special Education
Laura Homminga, Student Services Coordinator
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